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Course Overview: 
This course teaches students to read, write, and think critically about a variety of written and visual mediums. It requires 
students to closely read, analyze, argue, and synthesize sources in order to understand the relationship between author, 
purpose, reader, and craft. Students will be able to recognize how writers use language to achieve a desired effect, and to 
practice similar techniques in their own writing. Students will develop language skills by writing in various modes using 
sophisticated syntax, grammar, vocabulary, style, and format. 
 
Vision of the Successful Student and Core Competencies: 
The successful student will read and write both inside and outside of class regularly. While in class, students will be expected 
to actively participate, work collaboratively, use analytical thinking skills, draw from outside knowledge, and communicate 
effectively. The successful student understands that writing is a process that requires multiple drafts and revisions, and will 
embrace opportunities to improve their writing while continuing completion of daily assignments. 
 
Advanced Placement students will work with a level of independence and scholarship that exceeds typical high school 
expectations, while maintaining open communication between peers and faculty. According to best practices in the AP 
teaching community, feedback is provided via rubrics and some teacher comments; however, due to the rigorous nature of the 
course, students are expected to do more self-evaluation and conferencing with the teacher.  
 
Academic Integrity 
It is, at all times, the responsibility of the student to act in accordance with the concept and definition of academic integrity, 
including not only the avoidance of plagiarism, but also other actions further outlined in the “Bobcat.” Any student who 
neglects to properly credit the source of his/her information, ideas, and or quotations (even if the student has put it into their 
own words) will be penalized in accordance with school policies which include the receipt of a “0,” contact with parents and 
administration, and informing National Honor Society and other honor based school organizations of the occurrence. In 
accordance with collegiate standards of academic integrity, students will not be permitted to submit work for this class that 
they have written or submitted to other classes. Doing so will be regarded as failure to complete the assignment and the 
student will receive a “0.” 
 
Materials and Resources to Support Student Learning: 
Students will receive various articles, documents, and visuals throughout the year. Students will also be expected to find 
various articles and documents that support the learning process. It is expected that students bring their charged 
Chromebooks to class every day.  
 
Evidence of Student Learning: 
 

10%= Homework: Homework often takes the form of reading, various writing assignments, and annotation. 
  
20%= Collaboration, Class work and Group work:  Points will be earned based on the collaboration rubric, some group 
assignments and projects, as well as some work assigned to be done in class.   
  
30%= In-Class Assessments: In class assessments are designed for students to readily apply new strategies, skills, 
and ideas to grow as a reader, writer, speaker, and collaborator.  Feedback can come in the form of teacher comments, 
guided peer response, and self reflections.  Examples include: in-class writing, drafts, graphic organizers, quizzes.  
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40%= Major Writing/Projects/Presentations: These assessments can consist of (but may not be limited to) papers, 
presentations, and other types of student work that require time outside of class to complete the assignment.  Along with the 
final project grade, this category may also encompass progress or preparation checks. 

 
 
 

Advanced Placement Language and Composition 
 

Student: I have read this document and understand the expectations for this course. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ __________________ 
                Student’s Signature Date 
 
Guardian: I have seen and reviewed the expectations for this course. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ ___________________ 
                Guardian Signature Date 
 

RETURN TO CLASSROOM TEACHER  
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